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SUBJECT: EMERGENCY RELIEF FOR ZIMBABWEAN REFUGEES IN BOTSWANA 

REF: GABORONE 212 

1 . THIS MESSAGE REQUESTS ACTION IN LIGHT OF THE NEED FOR EMERGENCY 
REFUGEE HOUSING FORESEEN PARA 3 C OF REFTEL THAT HAS NOW 
MATERIALIZED. 

2. IN PART THIS NEED WAS CRYSTALLIZED AND ARTICULATED BY VISIT OF UN 
FARAH MISSION; IN PART IT RESULTS FROM REAL INCREASE IN NUMBERS 

OF ZIMBABWEAN REFUGEES. AS OF FEB. 19, THERE WERE 719 PEOPLE IN 
FRENCISTOWN CENTER, PLUS SOME 500 MORE AT SELEBI-PIKWE. MEAN- WHILE, 
537 MORE HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY ARRIVED AT FRANCISTOWN WHILE 235 
HAVE DEPARTED, FOR NET TOTAL OF ABOUT 1500 REFUGEES IN BOTH 
PLACES. FRANCISTOWN CENTER OR GIN A FLY DESIGNED FOR 250 PEOPLE, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND CONDITIONS THERE DESCRIBED BY UNHCR EYEWITNESS AS TRULY 
APPALLING, WITH WALL-TO-WALL PEOPLE, MINIMAL S ANTIARY FACILITIES, ETC. 

SELEBI-PIKWE BELIEVED TO BE EVEN WORSE. 

3. UNHCR REP HERE AND GOB (STEVENS, MINFIN) HAVE INDEPENDENTLY 
CALLED TO ASK MOST URGENTLY IF USG, THROUGH DISASTER RELIEF, 
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COULD SUPPLY TENTS PLUS SUPPORT EQUIPMENT FOR 500 PEOPLE. THIS 
EQUIPMENT WULD HAVE TO AIRFRIGHTED, (WE HOPE USG CAN ALSO DEFRAY 
COSTS OF INITIAL SHIPMENT) AS NEED IS TRULY URGENT. IF USG CAN 
ACT ON TIMELY BASIS. PLEASE LET US KNOW SIZE OF TENT AVAILABLE 
SO GOB CAN BEGIN PREPARING HARDSTANDS NOW. 

4. ABOVE REQUEST IS RESULT OF MEETING BETWEEN GOB AND FARAH 
MISSION. EVENTS MOVING QUICKLY. AND GOB REQUIRES DEFINITE ANSWER 
BY EARLY NEXT WEEK. WE SHALL BE RECEIVING WRITTEN REQUEST FROM GOB 
SHORTLY. MEANWHILE WE WOULD APPRECIATE STATE/AID S MOST EX- 
PEDITIOUS HANDLING OF THIS URGENT REQUEST. 

5. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT NEED NOT BE REMINDED OF VIGOROUS CRITICISM 
ENGENDERED HERE BY OUR ABSTENTION ON UNSC RESOLUTION ON RHODESIAS 
VIOLATIONS OF BOTSWANA TERRITORY. AT THAT TIME USG REP EXPRESSED 
SUPPORT FOR ECONOMIC AND OTHER ASSISTANCE TO COMPENSATE BOTSWANA 
FOR THE DAMAGE BEING INCURRED DUE TO RHODESIAN SITUATION. 

THIS IS THE CHANCE FOR US TO BACK OUR GOOD INTENTIONS BY 
VISIBLE DEEDS. 

6 ACTION REQUESTED: EMERGENCY REFUGEE HOUSING ASSISTANCE IN THE 
FORM OF TENTS AND SUPPORTING EQUIPMENT, IN- 
CLUDING COTS, TO MEET ELEMENTAL NEEDS FOR SHELTER FOR FIVE 
HUNDRED ZIMBABWEANS IN FRENACISTOWN AREA. GOB REQUIRES 
US REPLY TO ABOVE REQUEST NO LATER THAN OPENING OF BUSINESS 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2. 

NORLAND 
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